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He’s Probably Not 
That Into You
Alexis McFarlane ‘08

I was referred to the book He’s Just Not That Into You a 
few years ago by a friend who had used it as a guide to 
decode the curious behavior of some of the men she was 
dating and/or crushing on.  My moments in that book-
store amounted to what I have now come to understand 
as the beginning of a major paradigm shift.

Even though the book is based on a popular Sex in the
City episode, and is written by one of the show’s consultants, I only took it for face value 
when I first picked it up.  It took time (years) and experience for me to realize that the 
dude that replies “No, I really do want to see you, but I’m just too busy right now” really 
means “I’m busy and I’m not trying to make time to see you because, although I think 
you’re cute, I’m really not that interested”. 

Here are some highlights from the book, as well as a few tips and suggestions to help 
make your dating game here at Penn a bit more drama-free.

IF HE’S NOT THAT INTO YOU HE’S
The basic gist of the book is that he’s just not that into you if: A) he’s not asking you out. 
B) he’s not calling you. C) he’s not dating you. and D) he only wants to see you when 
he’s drunk. If your crush fits the description, he doesn’t like you enough.  Skip the excus-
es, skip the wasted time, skip the self-doubt and move the heck on! For the love of God! 
Trust us on this one.

IF HE LIKES YOU HE’LL FIND YOU
You won’t have to look for him. He’ll look for you. You won’t have to wonder if he has 
your number, he’ll get it.  You won’t have to wonder if he’ll use it, because he will. He’ll 
ask you out on a date, and to make it official he’ll probably even pay. If a guy likes you, 
he will make it clear. He will pursue you, flirt, be sweet, and try to impress. Just pay at-
tention and play along.



SELF ESTEEM AND SELF LOVE
Develop this. If you don’t have it guys can virtually smell it and will most likely take 
advantage of you. Sad but oh so true. The first person to love you should be you. And if 
you love yourself deeply you’ll know what it feels like when someone else is treating you 
well.

FOLLOW YOUR INTUTION!
If he says he likes you, but something in the back of your mind is telling you he really 
just wants to bone, he probably just wants to bone.  A friend of mine expressed it elo-
quently when she told me that feelings are powerful things. They transmit energy. And 
if he says something to you and you don’t feel it…he probably doesn’t feel it either.  So 
trust your gut and follow your heart!

GET OFF CAMPUS

Really, Black men at UPenn know they’re in demand.  With girls out numbering them 
about 3 to 1, some may feel it’s their moral obligation to attend to the needs of as much 
of this neglected population as they can. Gross, yes. Also why you are more likely to skip 
the drama if you expand your options.  Attend off-campus parties, check out events at 
different universities, and talk to some of the men you meet at clubs.  You’re likely to find 
someone special who’ll treat you like a Queen.

SOMETHING NEW

Since we’re on the topic of expanding our options, you may also want to consider doing 
something that more and more black ladies are doing nowadays: dating a man outside 
your race.  Penn’s pretty diverse, and in line with what they have been told about black 
females and inter-racial dating, many non-black males may hesitate in approaching us. 
Not because they don’t find us attractive, or think we’re mean, or whatever, but because 
they aren’t sure if we’d be into them. Another good friend of mine told me once that, 
as black females, we have to be mindful about going all the way to the other side of the 
spectrum ,since cultures may clash.  In any case, just make sure you’re talking to some-
one who is culturally and socially aware. 

And of course, pay attention to homeboy who’s spending not a little but a considerable 
amount of time paying attention to you, because yes, he probably is into you.
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The Color of Attraction
Chiyel Hayles ‘11
A few days ago, I sat in on the Check One Interracial Dating Forum. It’s a topic I was 
always interested in, and, between you and me, I was definitely scoping out a variety of 
guys. 

Some of what I heard was surprising and some was pretty obvious. There are various 
reasons why a lot of people aren’t in interracial relationships and why few are, and the 
reasons to explain the latter are not necessarily good. Often, we grow up with our par-
ents’ ideas of ideal relationships instilled in us, whether those be traditional or religious. 
During the aforementioned discussion, one volunteer panelist in particular consistently 
offered reasons why people should date interracially regardless of what their family 
expects. She also admitted that she wouldn’t date or marry anyone outside of her caste, 
let alone non-Indians, for religious and cultural reasons. (If you think this sounds a tad 
hypocritical, I enthusiastically agree.) 

Attendees came up with varied reasons for why interracial relationships begin. Some 
wanted something unique or “exotic”-which could be seen as negative or positive. . It 
could be a code word for “thingification”-making an ethnic woman into an abstract nov-
elty worth a whirl instead of girlfriend/wifey material. Or, “exotic” could simply imply 
that the person is a kind of beautiful that you’re not used to. Sometimes the better half 
is targeted for his/ race, which is seen as more favorable or valuable. The relationship is 
meant to upgrade the other half in status, thereby misusing Beyoncé’s suggestion. 

The reality is that assumptions made by all races of people complicate things further. 
Asian men are “the least desired type of guy” according to some random poll. Some 
believe this is because “Asian men are often emasculated by our society.” Fact or fiction, 
it was kind of sad that people chuckled while the few Asian guys present were almost 
entirely silent during the discussion’s remainder. Another common belief is that many 
people, especially black females, detest the black-guy-with-white-girl scenario, stating 
that there are so few eligible black males that it’s unfair for white girls to steal them. This 
is a damaging assertion because it assumes that a black guy is racial property and not an 
individual who can date whomever he is attracted to (and vice versa for the white girl).



Of course, that is a multilayered generalization attached to the stereotype of the success-
ful black guy wanting a “perfect” woman, one who would easily submit to him. Now, this 
stereotype, like most, is loosely founded on a bit of truth. I dated a black guy who did not 
want to date white girls for the same reason; most of the ones he was around were unin-
teresting to him because they’d never challenge him. Yet, there are instances where this 
is blatantly false--one of my Jamaican uncles married a Caucasian woman who is strong, 
intelligent, and runs her own business. 

My favorite damaging stereotype is that of the “black chick”: attitude-having; ghetto; 
easily offended; single, young mother. These stereotypes are gross and false and can’t 
even be correctly referred to as “simplifications.” Yet, too often, they give naïve, igno-
rant people the wrong idea about black females and can hinder a guy from another race 
from even thinking that we would consider a relationship with them. We have already 
proven many of these stereotypes wrong as students thriving at Penn. Of course, some of 
these terms are misleading. Is the label “ghetto” really a negative framing of creativity 
and innovation-something of which I’m unapologetically proud? As the “Baduism” goes, 
“My dress ain’t cost nothin’ but seven dollars but I made it fly.” 

Personally, I just never felt that race was something to be picky about; I think we can all 
agree that it’s fairly difficult to find a guy that’s even willing to call someone his exclu-
sive girlfriend, especially in college. I love guys too much to let something beautiful like 
diversity become a hindrance.  A black guy’s (genuine) confidence and powerful persona 
is hot. Some white guys’ irreverence and down-to-earth sense of humor makes them easy 
to be around to begin with. And I have a  soft spot for those guys with dark hair and in-
tensely hued eyes-something about that contrast grabs my, I’ll say, artistic senses.  I admit 
to making generalizations, but they are good ones that allow me to fish in a bigger sea. 

So, my current question is, “How do those interested in interracial relationships make that 
clear off the bat?” I never really got a definitive answer at the discussion. One guy sug-
gested telling people often and wherever, and being loud about it so you’re heard (and 
probably annoying). I’m not sure this would work with my personality, and it seems cal-
culating. I don’t know if I should bother trying to figure it out or just let it be. If anyone 
else is also wondering, let’s brainstorm. Wish you all the best of luck.
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Did You Know...
Darryll Oliver ‘11

Groove Phi Groove Social Fellowship was first started in 1962 at Morgan State College 
(now Morgan State University) by fourteen Black American men who “felt the need 
to create an innovative organization to change the way we think about brotherhood.” 
Groove Phi Groove is a non-Greek organization, created as a “the primary choice for 
young males of color in comparison to other male fraternal organizations.” Driven by 
the monumental Civil Rights and Black Power movements, they felt it was necessary to 
provide brothers on and off campus with a fellowship that was proactive in taking action 
in the community, developing a positive image for black males, and promoting “unity, 
intelligence and effective leadership, to study and help alleviate the social and economic 
problems concerning society in order to improve the status of mankind.” Today, Groove 
Phi Groove has over 30,000 members nationwide.

The Quaker Chapter was established March 21st, 1972 by Dr. Donald Ford on the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Campus. Operating out of Dubois College House (then known 
as Low Rise) they became Big Brothers for children in West Philadelphia and worked to 
maintain a peaceful relationship between the communities being encroached upon by the 
University of Pennsylvania’s new developments.  During many Christmas’, they provided 
families in need with food, shelter, furniture, and presents, along with emotional support. 

Along with their involvement in the commu-
nity, they played a major role in the history 
of Dubois College House. Besides living out 
of and hosting events at Dubois, they fought 
hard to maintain Dubois College House as a 
center for cherishing all culture of Africa and 
the African Diaspora and keeping it in exis-
tence, as it was originally meant to be tempo-
rary housing.



Cutie of the Month: Abdi Farah
Fine Arts Major
Class of 2009
LBB probes the mind of one of Penn’s most artistic brothas about golddiggers, fame, and love.

LBB: Why do you think you were chosen as cutie of the month?
A: (shrugs) I have absolutely no idea--

LBB: Well, what about your accomplishments? Ase, and Art?
A: Well I won like, $200 in an exhibition for the Fine Arts depart-
ment and Ase’s going well

LBB: -Well what about those things? Don’t either of those things 
qualify you to be Cutie of the Month?
A: Well, sure, if that’s the criteria (laughs)

LBB: What are you looking for in a woman?
around… 
A: Uh, should have thought about this more. A nice person, someone fun to be around, a woman of integ-
rity-- someone who shares some fraction of what I believe in…kindness, good to be

LBB: What’s your view of romance? 
A: Ohhh…something exciting, fun, all positive good, and fun. I’m not interested in anything related to 
drama, that’s completely unromantic to me. For some people that’s really romantic, but not me. 

LBB: Have you ever been in to love?
A: Uh, I love the Waffle House (laughs)…but no

LBB: What do you think your prospects are right now?
A: I’m not sure if I really want to be in love right now… I’d relish a great relationship, something really 
great…but for something to qualify as love it would takes more dedication and focus, and I’m in school 
right now, so…I wouldn’t want something I’d consider love get less than what it deserves, so… prospects 
are slim.

LBB: What would you like to do later on?
A: I’d love to be a gallery artist, live in NYC, do the whole, jet set lifestyle-not really-…write children’s 
books, maybe work a missionary…art is a good way of reaching out to different cultures-- it’s a blessing to 
have a lot of options
LBB: What if you become famous? How are you going to ward off the golddiggers?
A: Um, pray…I think people’s true colors come through. I think people who get trapped by people with ill 
motive usually, they themselves had ill motives. Like say this person was really beautiful, and they thought 
they were in love, and it was really about …how beautiful the person was. I think if you go into a relation-
ship honestly, you’ll find out the truth…hopefully.
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Expanding Your Hair Follicle Horizons
Rhaisa Kai. ‘10

Through my 19 years of living on this planet called Earth, my hair has been straight, afro-
free, corn-row tight, and permanently locked.  And through each one of these textured 
eras, my mental creativity was too limited for me to construct, or have someone else con-
struct, a hairstyle that was different but still within the confines of beautiful. (Sometimes, 
people defend their current jacked-up ‘do in the name of being different, but there is a 
fine line between different and plain old ugly.)  And since I don’t believe that I’m alone 
in this quest, I’ve chosen a few pictures of hairstyles that I think exhibit uniqueness while 
still being beautiful.  

Braided Afro

Braided Bantu 
Knots

Curly Locked Updo



Locked Frenchroll
Front View

Locked Frenchroll
Back View

Braided Mohawk with 
Bantu Knots

Mohawk with Tribal Designs
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Spring Forward Fashion
Alexis McFarlane ‘08

What’s in for spring

CUTE LITTLE BELTS
The skinnier the better.

PRINTED DRESSES
Mainly 60’s prints and florals. For length anything 
goes: short, long whatever you feel.

BRIGHT COLORS
Which look great on colored skin!

VINTAGE GLASSES
See the world with new nerdy eyes. 



PRINTED DRESSES
Mainly 60’s prints and florals. For length anything 
goes: short, long whatever you feel.

ROMANCE
In all it’s puffy, flowy, girlie 
goodness.

PENCIL SKIRTS
It’s all about skirts and dresses this sum-
mer…and yes the waistline is still high.

BIG JEWLERY:
Hoops, bangles, and necklaces 

ON ITS WAY OUT:
Crocs, leggings, bamboo earrings. 12



Anyone Can Become a Fashionista
Natasha Scott ‘11

Every morning we all run through the same routine: brush our teeth, wash our face, take a shower, get 
dressed, and then we’re out the door. While for some people, this may all feel like a blur, (especially at 9 
o’clock in the morning,) to others, the “getting dressed” segment of our morning routine is the most im-
portant part of the day. On the other hand, it’s quite obvious that some people spend little to no thought on 
their appearances. One does not need to be up on all the latest fashion trends to put together a good outfit. 
There’s no right and wrong when it comes to fashion, but there are certainly some faux pas that people 
should avoid everyday. As women, the spotlight is on us at all times; not only are we expected to be intel-
ligent and strong, but attractive as well. Beauty plays a huge role in how we’re perceived by others. Fashion 
is about taking risks and being creative in order to express your personality through what you wear. Follow 
these simple dos and don’ts of fashion and you’ll be off to a good start towards becoming tomorrow’s 
fashionista!

* Less isn’t always more *
There’s nothing wrong with showing a little skin. However, that line between classy and just plain trashy 
becomes blurred more times than it should. If you’re getting ready for a party and find yourself thinking, 
“Hmm…I’ll definitely get Billy’s attention if I wear this dress,” then you’ve completely got the wrong idea. 
Dressing to impress a guy should never be your motive because, in most cases, you’ll only end up attracting 
negative attention. We all know guys love to see skin; you can still show some skin and keep it sexy and 
classy if you know what to reveal. Opt for halter tops and shirts cut low in the back to accentuate your back 
and arms instead of  super-low cut shirts, belly shirts (which are so 1995 anyway), and micro mini-skirts.

* Work with what you got *
We’re all different shapes and sizes. While some of us are 
blessed with certain assets, there’s no use in dreaming you 
had the body the girl next door has. When it comes down to 
it, you just have to work with what you got. If your long, 
lean legs are your best features, play them up by wearing 
shorter skirts or dresses. If your legs are on the shorter side, 
lengthen them by wearing heels or pinstriped pants. Vertical 
stripes create the illusion of a longer, leaner body. Have toned, 
athletic arms and shoulders? Wear tube tops or spaghetti straps 
to show them off. Got some “junk in the trunk” or curvy thighs? 
Wear knee length, narrow-hemmed “pencil” skirts to slightly 
narrow and emphasize your curves at the same time. 



* “Matchy, matchy” is a big no-no *
If you’re wearing a red shirt and jeans, there’s no need to pair it with a red belt, wear some red pumps, 
dangle red hoop earrings from your ears, and carry a red purse. People tend to over-match their clothing 
for fear of looking like they don’t match. However, being too “matchy, matchy” is a major fashion faux 
pas! Instead of picking one color and running with it, decide on a color palette. Try wearing a gold belt and 
gold accessories to spice up your jeans, red shirt, and red shoes. There’s nothing wrong with adding some 
contrast; it actually makes your outfit more interesting.

* When in doubt, wear black *
There is never an occasion when black isn’t appropriate. Black is simple, sliming, and looks great on every 
body type. Yes, every woman should own a simple black dress. A black dress always looks classy and, 
since any color goes with black, your choice of shoes and accessories is vast. However, a black dress isn’t 
the only item every woman should own. A pair of black slacks, a black button down shirt, and black pumps 
should be staples in every woman’s closet; when in doubt, wear black!

* There are limits… * 
…to the skinny jeans epidemic. The skinny jeans trend made a huge comeback in 2006 when supermodel 
Kate Moss brought them back in style. Since their comeback, everybody and their mother can be seen 
wearing a pair! However, the tricky thing with skinny jeans is that one must be careful of their body propor-
tions when wearing a pair. Because skinny jeans don’t flare and certain styles cut abruptly at the ankle, they 
actually tend to create the illusion of stunting your legs. In a nutshell, girls who are self-conscious about 
their shorter legs should stay away from skinny jeans! Opt for boot-cut or flared jeans instead, or even the 
more recently fashionable high waist pants. They lengthen your torso and, in turn, elongate your body.

The objective is to always keep it classy while flattering and appreciating the body that you have. Don’t be 
afraid of contrasting colors and, when color doesn’t work, black is always an option. Whether you have a 
passion for fashion or not, putting together an outfit that’s both fashionable and fits your style is a piece of 
cake.
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Tech Savvy
Claudia Lauture ‘10

MacBook Air
With a thickness of only .76 of an inch and a weight of only three 
pounds, the MacBook Air is by far the sleekest notebook of mo-
ment. The only laptop able to easily slide into a manila envelope, 
this ultra portable notebook sacrifices little to achieve its slender 
design. Among its many features are a 13.3 inch smart screen, a full 
sized keyboard with backlight key illumination, wireless capa-
bilities, and a built in iSight camera. Among its more innovative 
features, the MacBook Air showcases a touchpad equipped with 
multi-touch technology. This allows the user to rotate, zoom, expand 
and drag text and images through a series of gestures. As impres-
sive as the MacBook Air is, one major sacrifice was made to achieve 
the design—the  Super Drive is now external. Though also thin and 
lightweight, it is slightly inconvenient, but that’s a small price to pay 
for many of the features included in the MacBook Air. 

Ecosol Powerstick 
Our busy lives leave us highly dependant on technology and constantly 
running on empty. Unfortunately, for the devices we so heavily rely on, 
running on empty is not an option. But with the Ecosol Powerstick, the 
fear that your cell phone, laptop, or digital camera will run out of power 
just when you need them is no longer a problem. Roughly the size of 
your pinky, the powerstick provides you with up to 90 minutes of ad-
ditional power, thus saving you from a potential melt down. 

Senz’s Umbrella
April showers bring wind tunnel madness.  Beat the broken um-
brella’s by investing in the latest technology. Not only do Senz’s 
Umbrellas not fold in the wind, they also turn themselves to face 
it head on. How? We don’t know. But this is definitely a must 
have for any Penn Student’s Survival Kit.



Music and Film Reviews
In her first album since 2004, Discipline, Janet Jackson has surely made 
a comeback. With a new record label, and her two previous albums being 
somewhat disappointing, many were unsure of what to expect. But with 
help from some of the best producers in the industry, including the likes of 
Nee-Yo and Missy Elliot, Janet has definitely pulled it off. The 22 tracks 
(9 of which are interludes) on Discipline provide the listener with an array 
of songs worth listening to, and that will make you want to dance. For the 
most part Discipline is reminiscent of classic Janet, but slightly revamped 
with a bit of a futuristic feel, thus showing her maturity as an artist. In 
terms of content the first half of the c.d. is more sexually explicit, but not 
really sexy. Though it takes away from the songs a little, Janet’s naturally 
sultry voice is still able to carry it and the strong beats generally leave the 
listener more concerned with dancing rather than the lyrics. The second half 
is more mellow, replacing the major dance tracks with ballads and more re-
laxed songs. The one major complaint is the 9 interludes littered throughout 
the cd. They seem to serve no purpose in terms of uniting or enhancing the 
cd and seem to take away from a really solid musical effort.
      ~Claudia Lauture ‘10

Genuine if lacksadasical, Be Kind Rewind is a sweet, flawed film with 
charm. Mike, a soft-spoken video store clerk (Mos Def) is temporarily 
left in charge of his foster father Mr. Fletcher’s (Danny Glover) dying 
video store. (Literally video—it doesn’t have DVD’s.) After a funny/
stupid “mission” and misunderstanding, Mike lets his crazy friend 
Jerry (Jack Black) into the store and Jerry accidentally erases every 
tape. Mike and Jerry try to hold things together by remaking the films 
themselves-- shooting, acting, and creating special effects, sometimes 
in less than four hours. They slowly expand, adding assistant/actress 
Alma (Melonie Diaz) and producing a number of films. They include 
and are embraced by the community, but it may not be enough to save 
the store from becoming new condos. The slightly surreal film takes a 
few subtle swipes at gentrification, Homeland Security, video stores, 
celebrity and studios. It doesn’t stand on a soapbox, but it doesn’t 
really develop anything---neither those points nor most of its sub-
plots. The low-key, abrupt movie is best and funniest when it’s about 
movies: Mike and Jerry’s remakes, their inventive, discount, special 
effects, and the ability of movies to bring people together. Ingratiating 
and original, Be Kind Rewind deserves a look.
        
     ~Dreysha Hunt ‘08
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Tea Time
Hayling Price ‘09

RANDOM: Tea 101   

PROF: Dr. Hayling Price

SEMESTER: Spring 2008

TIME: WTF 

Penn’s very own Truman Scholar breaks down the art of being a true tea connoisseur. 

“White or black? Hmm…. How about blueberry? Maybe I’ll go exotic and do oolong or 
darjeeling. Nah, I’ll guess I’ll just be trendy and “go green” this morning…” 

These may not be typical questions most Penn students ask themselves every morning, 
but for me, it’s as integral to my routine as showering and brushing my teeth. 

As someone who’s never been a huge coffee fan, I’ve always felt that my beverage of 
choice was the only way to go. Don’t get me wrong- if you’re into staining your teeth, 
increasing your heart rate and financing irresponsible imperialist multinational corpora-
tions, then I know a few locations right on campus that may be right up your alley. On the 
other hand, if you prefer a moderate alternative that can still provide a healthy way to stay 
alert, look no further than your nearest kettle.  

There are plenty of other options you have with your tea, but it’s all about your personal 
preferences. That’s why I try not to break rule #1: brew you own. 



Best tea to relax with:  
Honeybush. It’s soothing and then I 
sweeten it with honey.

Best tea for an upset stomach:  
Ginger. It’s kinda like what you do when 
you drink Ginger Ale. 

Best tea for a headache/hangover:  
Yerba Matte. It’s similar to why we drink coffee 
to sober up, it’s like a natural potent source of 
caffeine.

Best tea to ‘get you in the mood’:  
Umm... in the mood for more tea? Gotta go with 
Jasmine. Jasmine’s really good because depend-
ing on the kind you drink you can put the Jasmine 
leaves in the tea and they unfurl. It’s like a total 
physical and visual experience.

Best tea to alter your consciousness!”:  
Meaning..? This new one I just tried out. It’s called 
Valerian Plus. It’s crazy. It’s basically almost 
like giving yourself a roofie.  You will go to sleep. 
Obviously I wouldn’t prepare this for anyone else 
because they wouldn’t know what they were getting 
it to. It’s very serious. I was knocked out and the 
whole night plus half of the next day.

Best tea no one knows about:  
Plum oolong. I think it’s from India. It’s another 
one of those that the British kind of appropriated. 
They may drink it in the UK now. It’s another 
alternative source of caffeine. And there are a lot of 
different varieties of plum tea.
  

Best tea for the summer time:  
Lemon. It’s good because you can serve it 
chilled

Best random thing to put in your tea:  
Maple Syrup. Sometimes it makes a better sweetener than 
honey. Sometimes when I’m out of honey I use it. But get 
natural organic Maple Syrup [not Aunt Jemimah]. Also 
citrus fruits. Tangerines, and clementines.

Your tea of choice at the 
moment:  
Vanilla Chai. It’s pretty good 
because it’s like a dessert tea. You 
throw milk in there and sit down 
to a nice after dinner treat.18



Young, Black, and Wasted Revisted
Rhaisa Kai. ‘10

Words hold so much power that it falls into the realm of unbelievable.  We say and write 
things with or without thinking, viewing what we say as inconsequential to the listener 
because often, we forget the extent and consequences that can result from the simple way 
we arrange 26 letters.  But if we think about it, that’s all words are: 26 meaningless sym-
bols that represent a sound.

However, when these meaningless symbols are patterned in a manner to mean a specific 
word that has a definition and a positive or negative connotation, we don’t look at words 
so innocently anymore.  

Take for example Hurricane Katrina and the particular verbs that were used to describe 
the actions of Blacks versus Whites, i.e. “looting” versus “finding.”  I’m sure that nearly 
everyone knows about this but allow me to give a small recapitulation for those of you 
who may be unaware.  When the newspapers reported a Black person with food or other 
accessories, they were described as looting.  However, when the newspapers reported a 
White person with the same type of food or accessories, they were described as finding 
those things.  So again, what images are stirred when you hear someone looting from a 
store, versus someone who is “finding” something from a store?

On our very campus, these type of word pairs—one with a positive, and the other with a 
negative connotation—is rampant and I feel that it has become so second nature, that we 
fail to realize it.  

On a college campus, it is expected the students will become liberated in more ways than 
one.  However, this view isn’t spread evenly across the campus’ racial populations, espe-
cially those between Black and White students.  For White students who drink, party, and 
have quite a few sexual relations with different people, they are seen as experimenting 
or expressing their new-found freedom.  I mean hey, this is the first time the majority of 
them have been away from home, so of course, they would wild out.



Nevertheless, this idea of excusable debauchery isn’t carried across to the description of 
Black students who do the same exact thing.  Their actions and the reasons for their ac-
tions are usually categorized as wild, ignorant, and demeaning.  I’m not going to overlook 
the role that Black respectability plays in this as higher educational attainment, especially 
within an ivy-league institution, is still somewhat of a new feat for Black people and with 
this type of education being more accessible, our elders of course don’t want us messing 
up and being seen as not belonging.  Therefore, the idea of Black respectability coupled 
with the view of Black people, especially men, as being overly sexual and violent allows 
for us to not be seen through the glass of youth and curiosity.  It is almost as if we are 
held to a higher standard, not because of pride, but in order to scrutinize our movements 
with greater severity.  

And it shames me to admit how the Little Black Book, yes, this great magazine that 
you’re holding in your hands now (I’m not being sarcastic, we are great), contributed to 
this inequity in one of our past articles “Young, Wasted and Black,” an interview with a 
group of Black male friends from Penn.  Although some of the things said were a little 
questionable, for the most part, they expressed their desire to be well-rounded individu-
als who study hard and play hard.  However, with the title of the article bearing the word 
“wasted,” it undermined anything the young men said of substance.  The title suggests 
how we failed to see them as more than a group, and not as individuals who share some 
common interest, which is often the same view of Black people as a whole.  Furthermore, 
from that one word in the title, an idea of failure was projected on the young men that 
was quite unfair and now to know that all the men who are now seniors will be graduat-
ing and going to law school or applying for high corporate jobs seems almost a surprise 
instead of decisions that follow from a natural progression from attending college.   

This article is not to excuse anything stupid that Black people do while students on this 
campus and it’s not to demonize anything that White students do.  This article is also not 
to discredit the Little Black Book and our decisions on how to render our stories.  How-
ever, it is to shed light on the reasoning behind the words we choose to use for particular 
groups and the deep-seated implications they carry.  Nothing materializes out of thin air.  
Everything has a history.   
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Rhaisa: Who is Poetic Republic?
Greg: My man Opp Ques, I’m the Rembrandt, my man Ashante Allison on drums, Brian Robinson on bass, 
BJ who can never be gay on keys, DJ Dot, and Angelo Huff, the Huffinator on guitar.
Rhaisa: What made you start Poetic Republic?
Ques: Poetic Republic was born from the people because the people don’t know what they want to hear 
until you give them something to listen to.  So we’re poets first.  We’re emcees first.  So the art is there first.  
But the republic part, we speak for the people.  We’re here to give them something to listen to and go home 
with and soak in their souls.
Rhaisa: But how do you know that they don’t know what they want to hear?
Ques: It’s evident in the radio.  They listen to that crap a million times a day and they think they love it.  
It’s the same repetitive, degrading, murderous message to our people and to all people.  And they soak it in.  
But when they hear us, they like, “that’s that real, this is what I need in my life.”  
Rhaisa: So who are your influences?
Angelo: Coltrane, Miles Davis, Christan Scott. But as far as the old hip hop goes, cats like Nas, the Wu, 
the cats that were bringing it real and rugged.  The cats that naturally touched me and my peers on a level 
where we aspired to be like them.  Not be like them as far as sound, but as far as the way they lived when 
they touched the mic.  Or be like Miles [Davis] who could turn his back [to the stage] and still have every-
one’s attention.
(Ques agrees)
Rhaisa (said to Ques): I notice you turn your back a lot, you’re doing that because of Miles or are you do-
ing that because of other reasons?
Ques: It’s not about me, it’s about the music.  You don’t need to see my face, but what comes out of me.  A 
lot of times, we get in that zone.  I’m just zoning.  
Rhaisa: Tell a person like me, who doesn’t know that the hell you’re talking about when you say zone, 
what that feels like.  Make me feel what you feel when you’re on stage.
Brian: It’s just this unspoken connection that everyone has with the crowd, with the people.  Everything 
locks into place.  You feel nothing but what you are doing at that exact moment.  Nothing matters, no cares, 
no worries.  It’s completely stress-free 25, 45 minutes – however long it is – it is the absolute best feeling in 
the entire world.   
Rhaisa: So if you were not known past the borders of Cleveland, would you still feel satisfied?
DJ Dot: It doesn’t really matter how many people know of me, it just matters what good I do through my 
music and through my life.  If I was ever known outside of Cleveland, the question is: did I do my job for 
the people right here where I am.  
Rhaisa: Have you guys ever felt frustrated?  Was there ever time when you were like fuck music, I’m sick 
of it.
BJ: It’s not really no frustration because when you’re around a group of guys doing the same thing and 
trying to get to the same place that you’re trying to go, there’s no frustration because we’re all working 
together and everyone’s on the same page.  
Rhaisa: But past the rehearsals.  I’m frustrated with the radio and I’m not even a musician, so just imagine 
if I was trying to break into that zone where I had compete with a 50 Cent.
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Ques: Yes, it’s frustrating in a sense where I’m shopping my demo to a label and they’re turning my demo 
down just because I’m not talking about shaking your booty.  They always need some type of controversy 
to sell records.  They don’t believe in longevity, they don’t believe in the spirit of the music anymore.  
That’s frustrating to us.  That’s why when you see us on stage, you see us going crazy because we do this so 
hard, we live this everyday.  I would call off from my job every single day if I could and rock the stage in 
front of 5 people or 20,000 people.  I would do it everyday because the music matters, the people in front of 
me matters.  
Angelo: The biggest frustration for me is when people have that power to reach that many people, and 
when they reach that many people, they just have a fucked up message.  But a lot of these cats be doing 
negative things because the music business is a business.  It’s a plastic hallway full of pimps and hustlers.  
Everything is so cut-throat nowadays.  
Rhaisa: If you were reincarnated, who would you have been?
Angelo: Joe Henderson.  He’s a saxophonist from the ‘50s to the late ‘90s.  He was a jazz saxophonist for 
Blue Note.  Yeah, he would probably be me.  If you are reading this interview or listening to it, go home 
and get a Joe Henderson album and it don’t matter which one.  
Rembrandt: For me, it would be Scott Joplin.  An innovative classical, ragtime, jazz, blues composer.  And 
Prince.  I don’t wear clothes like that, but he’s the greatest artist ever.  He’s not dead yet but I do cut the 
seat out of my pants sometimes though on the weekend.
Rhaisa: Umm, that’s a little too much information.  But thank you, I’m sure the ladies will like it.  
Brian: Charles Mingus
BJ: I would have to say that it would be my grandfather Frank Edward.  He was a well-known jazz musi-
cian, but he was killed when my mother was nine years old, so I never got the chance to meet him.    
Ques: I would have to say that it’s a mix between Nat Cole because of the class that he gives off, the 
elegance of his voice and the diligence in mastering his craft.  And I would have to say Hendrix because 
the brother’s nuts, and I would do anything on stage, wear anything, play anything to make any track sound 
good.  Making beautiful mistakes.
Ashante: I’m so mad you said Hendrix because you completely stole mine for the exact same reason.  But 
he completely stepped outside of his element.  He picked up a guitar and decided that he wanted to play it.  
And I go pretty much with that same mindset, I just want to be different.  I don’t want to be the run of the 
mill.  I don’t want people to look at me and say, “there’s goes another brotha.”  
Rhaisa: So no one would be a female musician?  Are y’all being a little sexist right now?
Ques: Well, I got a little Billie [Holiday] in me. 22
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